
LET'S NETWORK!! 

Though the weather outside was cold and windy, the 
inside of the Augusta Marriott Hotel Estes Ballroom was 
warm and friendly as over 50 persons attended the 
Getting Down to Business Let's Network event 
sponsored by the CSRA Business League and the 
Augusta Marriott Hotel and Suites. The event, a 
collaboration between Ellis Albright and Rosetta 
Ephraim, was the first of what will become a quarterly 
event sponsored by the CSRA Business League and 
Marriott Hotel Sales Office, brought together business 
owners, vendors and decision makers in an atmosphere 
conducive for networking and business expansive. 

Participants had the opportunity to network with 
decision makers from Georgia Power, the Utilities and 
Disadvantaged Business Enterprises department's of 
Augusta Richmond County, the MCG procurement 
department and the Business Membership department of 
the Sam's club. Also available were vendors from various 
businesses throughout the CSRA, including Mark Kay, 
and Muscle Therapy Reflex, both of whom donated door 
prizes along with the Marriott Hotel and Georgia Power. 

The great tasting food and drinks provided the backdrop 
for good conversation and introductions. Understanding 
the need for events of this type in the area, Rosetta and I 
have begun plans for the next event, which we have 
tentatively scheduled for the month of March. 

Business owners can expand their business by building 
relationships and partnerships which will open the door 
to new business. Please make plans to join us either as a 
vendor or participant at our next announced event. 

NATIONAL URBAN LEAGUE  

Plan for putting Americans Back to Work calls on the 
federal government to fund direct job creation by 
offering financial support to cities and states to hire 
workers to provide critical services in communities 
across the nation to the tune of  $150 billion to create 
three million jobs. Expand and Expedite the Small 

Business Administration's Community Express Loan 
Program, Create Green Empowerment Zones, 
Expand the Hiring of Housing Counselors, Expand 
the Youth Summer Jobs Program for 2010, Create 100 
Urban Jobs Academies to Implement an Expansion of 
the Urban Youth Empowerment Program (UYEP) to 
employ and train the chronically unemployed. Read 
the entire report at http://nul.org/content/national-
urban-league-plan-putting-americans-back-work  

OUR NEWEST PARTNER 

On Tuesday, 8 December 2009 the League met with 
Ms. Donna Ennis, Project 
Director of the Minority 
Business Enterprise 
Center at Georgia 
Tech ' s  Enterpr i se 
Innovative Institute to work out details on how a 
League and MBEC collaboration will allow the League 
to expand services and better serve its targeted 
population. Over the next  few months, discussions 
will continue in regards to how we can best utilize the 
services of both offices to assist business owners in 
their quest for success, not just in local markets, but 
also statewide and globally. To learn more about the 
Minority Business Enterprise Center at Georgia Tech 
visit their website at www.georgiambec.org 

PRESIDENT OBAMA’S ECONOMIC 
FORUM 

On December 3, 2009, the White House hosted a Jobs 
and Economic Growth Forum, allowing the President 
and the economic team to hear from some of the 
leading CEOs, small business owners, labor leaders, 
nonprofit heads and thinkers about ideas for 
continuing to grow the economy and put Americans 
back to work. On December 8th, the President gave 
an address at the Brookings Institution. The Presidents 
address can be accessed at the following link. http://
www.whitehouse.gov/issues/economy/jobsforum. 
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SBA News 

S BA Administrator Karen Mills will speak at  a National 
Press Club luncheon, Monday, Dec. 14. Mills* speech, 
*Building Businesses, Creating Jobs, and Strengthening 

our Economy,* will highlight the Obama administration's efforts 
to ensure that small businesses have the resources they need 
to continue to drive   economic growth     and create jobs.  

 ******* 
Visit the Small Business Administration website to find valuable 
information in regards minority, women and veteran owned 
businesses at www.sba.gov and the SBA Georgia District office 
website at http://www.sba.gov/localresources/district/ga/
index.html  

******* 
The Emerging 200 initiative of the SBA is a program used to 
identify and support inner-city small businesses that have 
substantial potential for growth and provides them with 
executive level MBA-like training, networking, and other 
resources necessary for success. The initiative's goal is to 
identify high potential, established inner-city businesses and 
provide them with the network and resources to develop long-
term growth strategies to achieve size and scale. The intensive 
and comprehensive curriculum focuses on developing winning, 
local strategies and attracting capital to fuel growth. The e200 
participants work with experienced mentors, attend workshops 
and develop connections with banks and the private equity 
community, if you think your business qualifies please visit the 
www.sba.gov for additional info. 

******* 

UGA SBDC Office of  Minority Business Development 
Please take a moment to participate in a short survey 
conducted by the Minority Business Development Office of the 
University of Georgia Small Business Development Office to 
better serve the needs of Small Business Owners. You can 
access the survey at http://survey.constantcontact.com/survey/
a07e2nih594g2yxi095/a0116g322lsk1/questions  
 

Upcoming  UGA SBDC Events in Augusta 
Starting A Business * Dec 15 - 6:00 PM* 3hrs ** $69.00 
Starting A Business * Jan 26  - 6:00 PM* 3hrs ** $69.00 
Writing an Effective Business Plan * Feb 9 * 6:00 PM*                
2.5hrs ** $69.00* 
Introduction to QuickBooks * Feb 19 * 9:00 AM *                
7hrs   *     $149.00* 

Keeping you InformedKeeping you InformedKeeping you Informed   
 

MBDA News 
 

T he Minority Business program 
of the U. S. Government is 
administered by the 

Commerce Department, under the 
direction of St. Louis, MO native David 
Hinson. The website for the agency is 
http://www.mbda.gov.  
 

The Georgia Statewide Minority 
Business Enterprise Center under the 
direction of Ms. Donna Ennis is  operated by Georgia Tech's 
Enterprise Innovation Institute. the website can be found at 
http://www.georgiambec.org/.  
 

The GMBEC is committed to working with all Minority Business 
Enterprises (MBEs) needing assistance in start-up, 
expansion, and sustainability. The center performs Business 
Assessment to analyze financial and operational health. 
Access to Capital and Finance Management through business 
advisors who offer extensive experience in: Commercial 
lending and banking, Financial, credit and risk analysis, SBA 
and conventional loans qualification and evaluation, Loan and 
grant identification and packaging and General finance 
counseling. The Office also will assist you in Increasing market 
share through the identification of new markets or increasing 
your customer base in an existing market, Strategic Business 
Consulting and Business Process  Improvement, 

Augusta Marriott Hotel, Vendors 
and Attendees  

of the  
Getting Down to Business!  

Let’s Network Event 
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Quote of  the Month **** You 
can either stand up and be counted 
or lie down and be counted out."               
           Maggie L. Walker 

Other Related News Other Related News Other Related News    

& Events& Events& Events   

 

Current Legislative updates; SBIR/STTR Reauthorization Act 
of 2009, reauthorizes for 8 years the Small Business 
Innovation Research (SBIR) and the Small Business 
Technology Transfer (STTR) programs. The act also permits 
the limited involvement of majority owned venture capital 
companies in the SBIR program. The Enhancing Small 
Business Research and Innovation Act of 2009 will extend 
for two years a provision which will allow small businesses 
with investments from venture capitalist to participate in 
the SBIR/STTR programs provided they meet eligibility 
requirements.   

******* 

The IRS has unveiled new YouTube videos, radio public 
service announcements (PSA’s), flyers and posters in many 
languages providing basic information for taxpayers in 
regards to the tax benefits currently available through 
the Recovery Act. The informational videos about Recovery 
Act tax credits are available on YouTube www.youtube.com/
irsvideos, podcasts on iTunes, and links on the IRS website 
at www.irs.gov/recovery. Videos are available in English, 
Spanish, and American Sign Language and the PSA’s are in 
English and Spanish in 30 and 60 second formats, while the 
flyers and posters are available in English, Spanish, 
Chinese, Korean, Russian, and Vietnamese. 

******* 

Are you a Veteran, service connected disabled, spouse of a 
veteran, active duty about to transition, Reservist or 
National Guard member, or widowed spouse of any of the 
above? The SBA has announced the funding of a loan 
program for members of the military community called 
Patriot Express Loans, designed for those looking to 
expand or start a small business. Please visit www.sba.gov/
patriotexpress/index.html for additional information. 

******* 
 

The SBA has an assessment tool entitled are you ready for 
business on its website located at http://www.sba.gov/
assessmenttool/index.html to assist you in better 
understanding your readiness for starting a small business.  
It is simple to use and will take less than 5 minutes to 
complete.  The tool will prompt you with questions and 
assist you in evaluating skills, characteristics and 
experience * as they relate to your preparedness for 
starting a business. Your responses will be scored 
automatically and an assessment profile provided, when you 
click the submit button.  You will also receive, based on 
your score, a statement of Suggested Next Steps 

Tax Preparation Help for Small 
Business Owners is the topic of 
the next SBA web series, which 
will take place on Wednesday, 16 
December 2009, from 1:00 - 
2 :00 p .m .  a t  h t tps : / /
eweb1.sba .gov /l i vemeet ing /
Dec09. AICPA Vice President of 
T a x a t i o n  T h o m a s  P . 
Ochsenschlager will answer 
questions for one hour. 

******* 

Are you in need of a 
professional looking office or 
conference room to meet with 
your clients? Contact The League 
and lease our Timeshare Office, 
equipped with a computer, phone, 
printer, wireless and wired 
internet access and Conference 
room with seating for 12, also 
equipped with a phone, wired and 
wireless internet access. Each 
lease by the hour. We also have 
office space for lease, we offer 
flexible terms and rates that are 
affordable. Call us at 706 722 
-  0994 for add it ional 
information. 
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CSRA Business League 
Board of Directors and Staff 

 

R. Calvin Brown, Chairman 
Veronica Shareef, Vice Chairwoman 

Carol Martin, Secretary 
Kirktina Banks, Treasurer 

Renata Boston 
Helen Godbee 

Earnestine Howard 
Charlie McCann 

L. C. Myles 
 

Ellis Albright, President/CEO 
Il—hwa Bowman, Staff Assistant 

 

821 12th Street 
Augusta, Georgia 30901 

Phone:  706 722 — 0994 
Fax:  706 722 — 3115 
Email: info@business-league.org 

Website: www.business-league.org 
 

 

The CSRA Business League, Inc. has been “Serving our Community 
with Pride” since its founding in 1970. Our mission is to support and 
assist small, minority and disadvantaged businesses in their efforts to 
become successful and prosperous. Our goal is to serve as an 
information  clearinghouse and referral source, in addition to 
providing networking opportunities and technology training for small, 
disadvantaged and minority owned businesses. 
 

As a 501© 3 not for profit organization, we are dedicated to providing 
those we serve with modern strategies and services that gives the 
business owner the tools to maintain a thriving and successful small 
business.  

Application Assistance 

Business Plan Development Assistance 

Business Incorporation 

Business Networking Meetings and Seminars 

Computer Lab  

Computer Training for Business Owners  

Copying, Fax and Mail Services 

Partnership Facilitation  

Educational Business Seminars 

Grant Research and Recommendations 

Marketing & Advertising Assistance 

Small Business Incubator Office Space 

Technology Assistance and Resources 

S E R V I C E S   
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The Renewal of  the CSRA Business League, Inc. is in full effect 
and you can assist us by purchasing a League membership. 
Please contact us for the benefits of  a League membership and 
take a moment to visit our revamped website at * * 
www.business-league.org.  

 

Our Newest Member 
Augusta Marriott Hotel and Suites 

 
 

     STUDENT               $25.00         NON-PROFIT          $50.00 
     INDIVIDUAL/LLC         $100.00       CORPORATE         $150.00 

Membership CornerMembership CornerMembership Corner   

Since 1970  
the Business League 

has served as a Bridge 
to Small Business 

Success in the  CSRA 

Wednesday Nights at  
Club Pure with Cher best 

5:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
Networking Event 

 
***** 

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S   Happy Holidays  
From the  

CSRA  
Business League 

Board of Directors  
& 

Staff 

http://www.business-league.org�
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